[Clinical features and therapeutic strategies of acute appendicitis after radical gastrectomy for gastric carcinoma].
To explore the clinical characteristic and therapeutic strategies of acute appendicitis after radical gastrectomy for gastric carcinoma. The clinical data of 31 patients with acute appendicitis after radical gastrectomy for gastric carcinoma from January 2006 to January 2012 was analyzed retrospectively. The profiles of previous operations, symptoms, physical signs, disease duration, progression time, examination results, peri-operative complications, results of bacterial culture and use of antibiotics were used to evaluate the clinical characteristics and therapeutic strategies. There were 19 males and 12 females with a mean age of (61 ± 4) years. Gastric cancer postoperative acute appendicitis lacked typical symptoms. The presenting symptoms were persistent and progressive severe right lower abdominal pains (n = 31, 100.0%), associated, with fever (n = 27, 87.1%) nausea or vomiting (n = 11, 35.5%), abdominal distension (n = 9, 29.0%), intestinal obstruction (n = 21, 67.7%) and abdominal purulent exudate (n = 31, 100.0%). The average onset time from abdominal pain to peritonitis was (15 ± 4) hours. Perforated appendix occurred in 16 cases (51.6%). Seven patients had no increase of the total number of WBC or percentage of neutrophils (22.6%). Exploratory laparotomy was performed in 17 cases, and the rate of delayed diagnosis was 54.8%. And 31 patients were cured by surgery and anti-infection treatment. There was no intraoperative death. Because of rapidly spreading abdominal infection, peritonitis occurs early with a high incidence rate. Early diagnosis, early operation and rational use of antibiotics are the most important therapeutic modalities of acute postoperative appendicitis in patients with gastric cancer.